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1. THE SCALE OF THE PROBLEM

• 952 Ghanaian children died in road crashes (2019–2021); 

434 aged 10–17, 188 aged 0–3.

• Volta Region: 387 transport injuries/100,000 population 

,2019–2023 (Zeng et. al, 2024)

• National cost: $230 million/year (~1.7% of GDP).

• Q1 2025: 116 child deaths from road crashes (NRSA,2025)
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2. A PUBLIC HEALTH LENS

• Leading cause of preventable child deaths and disabilities 

(WHO, 2023).

• Results in lifelong physical and mental trauma (Buunaaim

et al., 2023).

• Heavy burden on families and healthcare facilities (WHO, 

2023; UNICEF, 2022).

• Loss of future human capital (WHO, 2023).



3. RISK FACTORS SPECIFIC TO 
CHILDREN

• Unsafe pedestrian routes: few crossings, no footbridges.

• Unsafe transport: motorcycles/tricycles without restraints.

• Poor infrastructure: speed-related crashes -60% (Adanu et. 

al, 2023).

• Law enforcement inconsistent at zebra crossings.



4. PUBLIC HEALTH INTERVENTIONS

• Integrate child RTI indicators in DHMIS and strengthen 

surveillance.

• Create safe school zones: speed bumps, signage, wardens.

• Educate public: school programs, community talks, radio 

shows.

• Enforce laws: child restraints, helmet mandates, Road Traffic 

Act.

• Train transport operators on child safety protocols.



5. COLLABORATIVE ROLES

• Health: Lead data, care, advocacy, education.

• Transport: Enforce vehicle safety and regulations.

• Traditional Authorities: Mobilize community for school 

safety.

• Academia: Track trends, evaluate, publish child injury data.

• Families: Practice and demand safe transport.



6. CONCLUSION & CALL TO 
ACTION

• Every child road death is preventable and unacceptable.

• Combine surveillance, education, infrastructure, policy, and 

enforcement.

• Protect children's right to safe journeys.

• Let’s act now—no more preventable child fatalities.



REFERENCES

• Adanu, E. K., Dzinyela, R., & Agyemang, W. (2023). A comprehensive study of child pedestrian crash 

outcomes in Ghana. Accident Analysis & Prevention, 189, 107146. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aap.2023.107146

• Buunaaim, A. D., Ansong, D., Adjei Osei, F., Amuzu, E. X., Konadu-Yeboah, D., Asare, A., et al.

(2023). Review of the establishment of trauma network of Ghana (TRANET): One-year review and 

implementation experience in a lower-middle-income country. European Journal of Orthopaedic Surgery & 

Traumatology, 33, 449–457. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00590-023-03482-5

• UNICEF. (2022). Child and adolescent road safety: Technical guidance. 

https://www.unicef.org/media/130721/file/UNICEF_Child_and_Adolescent_Road_Safety_Technical_Guidan

ce_2022.pdf

• World Health Organization. (2023, December 13). Road traffic injuries [Fact sheet]. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries

• Zeng, V., Abanga, W. A., Bosoka, S. A., Afetor, M., Tamal, C. S., Issahaku, G. R., ... & Kubio, C.

(2024). Incidence, trend and distribution of transport-related injuries reported to health facilities in the Volta 

Region of Ghana, 2019 to 2023. BMC Public Health, 24(1), 3309. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-024-18491-

4

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/road-traffic-injuries

	Slide 1: Public Health Perspective on Child Road Safety in Ghana
	Slide 2: Outline
	Slide 3: 1. The Scale of the Problem
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: 2. A Public Health Lens
	Slide 6: 3. Risk Factors Specific to Children
	Slide 7: 4. Public Health Interventions
	Slide 8: 5. Collaborative Roles
	Slide 9: 6. Conclusion & Call to Action
	Slide 10: References

