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PAEDIATRIC SOCIETY OF GHANA STATEMENT ON NATIONWIDE VACCINE
SHORTAGES UNDER THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF IMMUNIZATION AND ITS
DEADLY IMPLICATION FOR CHILDREN AND NEGATIVE IMPACT ON SDG 3

The Paediatric Society of Ghana notes with grave concern reports of shortages of vaccines across Ghana.

Ghana Health Service has reported outbreak of Measles, a vaccine preventable disease in the northern
region involving 50 children. This is the tip of the iceberg as our investigations that more than 90 cases
have been recorded in one major facility alone. The shortage extends beyond Measles vaccine to other
childhood diseases including Rotavirus, Tuberculosis, and Pneumococcal vaccines.

This is a nationwide problem as Northern, Bono East and other regions including Greater Accra are
increasingly reporting shortages of vaccines alongside resurgence of vaccine preventable diseases.

It is worthy to note that the current situation could become worse if resources are not made available for
the management of these outbreaks among them; surveillance, diagnostic, treatment and community
engagement to reverse the direction.

Ghana has struggled to meeting its target of reducing under-5-mortality (U5M). Unfortunately, the
current situation of vaccine shortage risk reversing the gains made over the past 7 years under SDGs. We
wish to remind the government that infectious disease forms the bulk of causes of mortality among
children younger than 5 years and that the most effective anti-dote is vaccination of children from birth
to 5 years.

PSG warns that the failure of Ghana to prioritize procurement of vaccines and prevent supply chain
disruptions of immunizing children under the Expanded Programme of Immunization will lead to the
reversal of gains in under-5-mortality in the country. We therefore urge the Government and our
development partners such as WHO, UNICEF, GAVI and USAID and others as a matter of urgency to
take all the necessary steps to stem the negative trend of vaccine shortage to avert further disease
outbreaks among children in Ghana.
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In future, we STRONGLY recommend “Ring fence funding” for vaccines used against vaccine-
preventable diseases to enable a constant supply of vaccine commaodities in Ghana to avoid similar
challenges.
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